
WALKING TRAIL NETWORK
MT LEURA

& MT SUGARLOAF RESERVES,
CAMPERDOWN.

As shown on the map over page, there is an extensive network 
of walking trails within these two adjoining reserves. Take a walk 
to the peaks of the two main volcanic cones – Mt Leura and Mt 
Sugarloaf – as well as to the very depths of the main crater; or to the 
scene of a major local conservation battle in the late 1960’s – the 
Sugarloaf quarry. All walks off er spectacular views of the volcanic 
landscape as well as the nearby township of Camperdown. 
Th ree shelters also off er the walker a chance to rest if required as 
well as take advantage of picnic facilities and interpretive displays.

TRAIL 1: PANORAMA CIRCUIT
Easy - Moderate walk of 1.7km
Time – allow approximately 45 minutes for the complete circuit.
Start and fi nish at the Mt. Leura summit carpark

Th e following information is linked to the 9 numbered posts 
along this trail.

1 Rotary Shelter
 Th is shelter was constructed in 1998 by the Rotary Club of 

Camperdown Inc.. Information about the volcanic trail and 
the Mt Leura/Mt Sugarloaf development project is displayed 
here. A more comprehensive display is available in the 
information shelter at the base of Mt Leura.

2 Crater View
 Mt Leura and Mt Sugarloaf are the dominant features within 

the Leura nested maar and were formed somewhere between 
10,000 - 40,000 years ago. Mt Sugarloaf was an almost perfect 
scoria cone, but is now scarred by a quarry on the western face. 
Scoria is the result of gaseous lava eruptions. Over time, these 
eruptions eventually formed the cone shaped hill. Th e original 
inhabitants of this area were the Leehura people. Th ey called 
Mt Sugarloaf “Tuunumbee Heear” which translates to “moving 
moving woman”. Th e mounts were important landmarks, 
used for navigation on the plains beyond and as lookouts for 
monitoring game and movements of neighbouring people.

3 Trig Point
 Mt Leura is 311 metres high and Mt Sugarloaf is slightly higher 

at 312 metres. Th e crater is approximately 100 metres deep 
from the highest points of the mounts. Th e collective area of 
the reserves is 50 hectares (124 acres). Th e establishment of the 
Mt Leura Reserve was the result of a land exchange between 
the Shire and the Manifold brothers in 1899. Mt Sugarloaf 
was acquired by the National Trust in 1972 in order to halt the 
destruction of the scoria cone by private quarrying. Th is site 
off ers excellent views over the extensive volcanic plain which 
extends from the west of Melbourne through the southwest of 
the state to the South Australian border, in a belt approximately 
100km wide. Many steep-sided scoria cones can be seen from 
here; among them Mounts Myrtoon, Elephant, Meningoort, 
Noorat and the Cloven Hills. Numerous lakes formed either 
directly or indirectly by volcanic activity are also clearly visible 
including Lakes Colongulac and Corangamite.

4 Exotic Tree Removal
 Pine and Cypress were once planted above and below the 

access road to the summit as part of the WW1 Returned 
Soldiers’ Employment Scheme. Up till 1990 the view from 
the Trig Point across to Mt Sugarloaf was almost completely 
obscured by the pine trees. Almost all of these exotic trees have 
been removed from the reserves, and thousands of indigenous 
trees, shrubs and grasses have been planted in a community 
revegetation program begun in 1995. Wherever possible the 
timber has been re-used. Th e information shelter at the base 
of Mt Leura has been built from cypress removed from Mount 
Leura.

5 She-oak Seat
 Some of these she-oaks are remnants of the original vegetation 

which once covered the mounts. Th e highest areas were 
sparsely covered in she-oaks, bursaria and banksia. 

 Towards the base of the mounts the vegetation became 
thicker and more diverse. Manna gum and blackwood forest 
dominated this zone. Swamp gum and messmate with a 
shrubby understorey made up some of the diversity. 

 Look out for birds of prey: black-shouldered kites, nankeen 
kestrels, brown falcons, goshawks and wedge-tailed eagles. 
Th ese birds of prey are often seen utilising the thermal 
updraughts created by the steep hillsides.

6 Revegetation Project
 A variety of indigenous trees, shrubs and groundcovers have 

been replanted to restore the site to its pre-European condition. 
Silver banksia, drooping she-oak, manna gum, blackwood 
and black wattle are the main components of the tree layer. 
Tussock and wallaby grasses make up the main groundcover 
structure. Camperdown College Nursery has supplied almost 
all of the plants used in the revegetation process. Local seed 
was collected for propagation and the plants were raised by 
students and local residents. Th is revegetation program began 
in 1995.

7 Mount Sugarloaf Saddle  
 Th is is the junction of the Panorama Trail, the Sugarloaf 

Summit Trail and the Saddle Trail (to the Lower Information 
Shelter and Indigenous Demonstration Garden). See notes 
below regarding these other two trails.

8 Nested Maar Lookout Seat
 Take a short 100m walk to the lookout seat; more features of 

the Leura nested maar can be seen from this point. Each small 
hill is a separate scoria cone. Th ere are a total of 24 scoria cones 
within the nested maar.

 Th e fi rst white settlers within the district were John, Th omas 
and Peter Manifold from Van Dieman’s Land. Th ey took up 
a 100,000 acre run in 1839, based on the northern shore of 
Lake Purrumbete, and built the Purrumbete homestead in 
1842. Lake Purrumbete and Mt Porndon can be seen to the 
east of this lookout.

9 Otways Views
 From this point, on a clear day, the views extend southwards 

towards the coast. Th e Otway Ranges can be seen to the 
southeast.

TRAIL 2: KATH’S TRACK
Easy walk of only 80 metres.
Time – allow approximately 4 minutes for the short walk - plus 
viewing time.
Start and fi nish at the Mt. Leura summit carpark.
Take advantage of the seat to enjoy the magnifi cent views on off er 
from the end of this very short walk. Lake Purrumbete and Mt 
Porndon to the east;  the smaller scoria cones nested within the 
volcanic maar to the south; Mt Sugarloaf and the 100m deep 
crater to the west.

TRAIL 3: SADDLE TRAIL
Easy - Moderate walk of 650 metres.
Time – allow approximately 10 - 15 minutes.
Start at the Lower Information Shelter and Demonstration 
Garden.
Finish at the junction with the Panorama Trail.
Th is is a great place from which to start exploring the Reserves.
Th e facilities at the start of this trail are major features of the 
Mt Leura and Mt Sugarloaf Reserves Project. Starting only as a 
grassy dairy paddock in 2000 this area has changed signifi cantly. 
Th e indigenous trees were planted as part of the Olympic Tree 
Planting program, in honour of one of our local Olympians, the 
late Mr Bill Roycroft. In 2002 the shelter was constructed; 2003 
saw the stone wall and interpretive displays added and in 2004 

the demonstration garden of locally indigenous wildfl owers and 
shrubs was commenced. Here is a great place to learn more about 
the revegetation that has taken place across the reserves, and the 
volcanic history of this National Trust listed site. It is also a great 
place for a picnic, with tables and seats provided.
From here you can walk to the Western Saddle to join the 
Panorama Trail - or to take the Sugarloaf Summit Trail. Before you 
get to the Western Saddle you will meet the start of the Southern 
Loop Trail (after 370 metres).

TRAIL 4: SOUTHERN LOOP TRAIL
Easy - Moderate walk of 650 metres
Time – allow approximately 20 - 25 minutes.
Start at the junction with the Saddle Trail
Finish at the junction with the Panorama Trail 
Th is walk takes you past the disused Sugarloaf quarry – see details 
of conservation battle in the notes below. Th e quarry is now fenced 
for safety reasons. Looking at the top of the quarry it is possible 
to see areas that are slowly eroding further upwards. Over time it 
is almost certain that the quarry face will reach the summit of Mt 
Sugarloaf. Th e lower slopes of the quarry were revegetated in the 
1970’s with native trees and shrubs (not indigenous) to hide the 
quarry face. Th e row of remaining pine trees were planted for the 
same reason.
Walking further takes you “around the back” of Mt Sugarloaf 
and near to Mount Chronicle located on an adjoining property. 
Th e trail also off ers a very secluded view of the southern area of 
the maar which includes many smaller scoria cones. Th e trees in 
this area were planted in 2005 during a very dry period, but have 
grown exceptionally well.
After a short distance, you look down on the third and most recent 
of the information shelters. It has a wonderful interpretive display 
of the history of the site as well as an inspiring sculpture of nearby 
Mount Sugarloaf. At the end of the ‘Southern Loop’ you have 
joined the Panorama Trail.

Th ank you for visiting
We hope you enjoyed your walk

Mt Leura & Mt Sugarloaf Development Committee ~ 2011

TRAIL 5: SUGARLOAF SUMMIT TRAIL
Easy - Moderate walk of 1.0 km one way 
Time – allow approximately 30 - 35 minutes for the return walk - 
plus viewing time.
Start and fi nish at the junction with the Panorama Trail
Mt Sugarloaf was saved from destruction in a conservation battle 
which set a precedent at the time - nowhere else in Australia had 
local people taken direct action to save a natural landmark. Local 
residents actually sat in front of a bulldozer during the battle to 
save the mount in 1969. Th e National Trust acquired the land 
in 1971 to prevent any further quarrying of the scoria and to 
guarantee the preservation of the remaining mount. Mt Sugarloaf 
is considered the best example of a scoria cone in the Western 
District.
Winding your way to the top of Mt Sugarloaf off ers a 360 degree 
view of the surrounding landscape. Th is track, as well as many 
others across the Mt Sugarloaf Reserve, was constructed by the 
previous landowner as part of his farm management program. 
Today they provide ready made walking trails as well as access for 
emergency vehicles.

TRAIL 6: CRATER TRAIL
Easy - Moderate walk of 375 metres one way.
Time – allow approximately 10 - 15 minutes for the return walk
Start and fi nish at the junction with the Panorama Trail
Feel what it is like at the bottom of this 100 metre deep crater and 
enjoy the solitude. Can you guess how the line of stones you walk 
alongside came about? Th e answer has nothing to do with volcanic 
activity but lots to do with an earlier landowner who was a very 
tidy farmer.
Additional information.....

• A booklet titled “Th e Volcanic Edge” is available from local 
stores.

• Web site www.mtleura.org.au
• Brochure titled ‘Indigenous Flora Guide – Lower Shelter of 

Mt Leura and Mt Sugarloaf Reserves, Camperdown, Victoria’ 
is available from both Upper and Lower Shelters

Please return this brochure to the
information shelter for others to use.

 DISTANCE TIMETRAIL NAME (ONE WAY) (ONE WAY)

PANORAMA CIRCUIT 1.7km 45min

KATH’S TRACK 80m 2 min

SADDLE TRAIL  650m 15min

SOUTHERN LOOP TRAIL 850m 25min

SUGARLOAF SUMMIT TRAIL  1.0km 15min

CRATER TRAIL 375m 7min


